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Examination regulations and modalities for the conduct of 

supplementary examinations at the University Preparation 

Programme of the Vienna Universities in the course of the COVID-

19 pandemic  

This document is an English translation of the German version „Prüfungsordnung und 

Prüfungsmodalitäten zur Durchführung der Ergänzungsprüfungen am Vorstudienlehrgang 

Wiener Universitäten im Zuge der CoVid-19 – Pandemie“. It serves information purposes, 

only the German version is legally binding.  

Part 1: Examination regulations 

Part 2: Examination modalities  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Part 1: Examination regulations 

General information  

As by decision of the VWU board, the following examination regulations will be in effect 

provisionally for the remaining examination dates including the supplementary examination 

in June 2020. 

In the course of the registration for the supplementary exam, the candidate consents to the 

following points: 

- Consent to the digital conduct of the supplementary examination (with the exception 

of Mathematics, see part 2) and to the examination modalities mentioned in part 2. If 

taking a digital exam does not comply with the preference of the candidate, he or she 

has to wait for the next examination date of a classroom exam. Possible 

disadvantages (e.g. deadlines at university) this may entail are considered the 

responsibility of the student.  

 

- The candidate undertakes not to make use of any unauthorized aids and/or the help 

of other people and to sit the exam himself/herself.  

 

- Minimum technical requirements: The candidate needs to have a laptop or a 

computer (PC) at his or her disposal, enabling him or her to meet the minimum 

technical requirements necessary for the full use of the learning platform “Moodle” 

and the video conference tool “Zoom”. During the discrepancy-check (see part 2) and 

the oral exams the candidate needs to have access to a laptop or computer (PC) with 

a working camera and a working microphone. The candidate is responsible for a 

working Internet connection during the exam, allowing him or her to upload written 

examination texts. During the discrepancy-check and the oral exam, the Internet 

connection has to be sufficient to allow an identification of the student and an oral 

exam via the video conference tool “Zoom”. This might necessitate the use of certain 
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browsers. If the candidate takes the exam from abroad, he/she might require a VPN-

connection in order to be able to attend the exam. VWU may not render technical 

support in establishing or maintaining such a connection. The candidate is required 

to make sure himself/herself, that his/her Internet connection is working and 

sufficient with regard to data volume in time for and for the duration of the 

exam/discrepancy-check. If the conduct of the exam is rendered impossible due to 

the lack of a connection to the candidate’s camera and the impossibility to identify 

the candidate, the exam will be terminated. In case of a severely compromised or 

discontinued acoustic connection to the candidate, a conclusive exam is rendered 

impossible and will be terminated as well. Retaking the respective part of the exam is 

subject to the administrative possibilities. Whether or not an exam needs to be 

terminated depends on the ability to sufficiently identify the candidate before or 

during the exam and not to compromise the validity of the exam due to technical 

circumstances. 

 

- Students are responsible for a termination of the exam in the event of a technical 

failure, if the fault does not verifiably lie with the examination institution. If technical 

problems occur, students need to immediately (not later than 5 minutes after the 

submission deadline ended, the discrepancy-check started or the oral exam was 

terminated) report the disconnection or connection failure to an email address or 

phone number provided in advance. If they fail to do so, the exam will not be graded 

and the terminated exam counts as an exam attempt. However, if the student 

reports the technical problems in due time and a technical solution is not possible, 

the terminated exam does not count as an exam attempt.  

 

- The student may have a trusted person present during the oral exam. This person 

needs to be visible to the board of examiners throughout the entire exam.  

 

- Acceptance of the data protection conditions: Upon registering for the 

supplementary exam, the student agrees to his/her data being processed for exam 

purposes.  

 

- A conduct of the exam via other mediums/file formats than those defined 

beforehand is not possible.  

 

- An employee of VWU is allowed to attend the digital exam in order to provide 

technical assistance. However, he/she does not count as a member of the 

examination board.  

 

- Candidates not attending the discrepancy-check: if candidates do not attend the 

discrepancy-check communicated beforehand, they may not attend the oral exam, 

the written exam will not be graded and the exam attempt is counted. In case of 

technical issues, the exam does not count as an exam attempt, if the candidate 
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reports his problems immediately via email or phone. An alternative date for the 

exam may be set in this case.  

 

- If it does not transpire until the oral exam, that the written exam was obtained by 

cheating, the written exam will be voided and the exam counts as an exam attempt. 

The oral exam will be terminated and will not be counted as an exam attempt.  

 

 

Part 2: Examination modalities 

As by decision of the VWU board, the following examination modalities will be in effect 

provisionally for the remaining examination dates in summer semester 2020. The 

examination dates from September 2020 onwards will be subject to the development of the 

pandemic.  

Examination modalities in German and English 

The supplementary examinations in German and English still consist of a written and an oral 

exam and passing the written exam is the prerequisite for taking the oral exam. The written 

exam will be conducted via the learning platform “Moodle”, the oral exam via the video 

conference tool “Zoom”. Candidates will receive their own “Moodle” access in time before 

the written exam, enabling them to test login and features. An invitation link to “Zoom” will 

be send in time before the discrepancy-check/oral exam.  

Examination steps 

1) The written exam takes 60 minutes in English and 90 minutes in German.  Candidates 

will need to compose a text (same type of exercise as in a regular supplementary 

exam) and continue sentences. 

2) Discrepancy-check: before the grading deadline ends, the candidate has an online 

meeting with his/her main examiner. This meeting is meant to compare the linguistic 

quality of the candidate’s performance in the written exam with the performance 

during the discrepancy-check. If the language level and the formal linguistic accuracy 

during the discrepancy-check is significantly lower than it was in the written exam, it 

is assumed that the written exam was not produced by the candidate and therefore 

it will not be graded. The candidate will not be allowed to take the oral exam, but the 

exam counts as an exam attempt. If a candidate is not willing to participate in the 

discrepancy-check, the written exam will also not be graded. 

3) If the result of the discrepancy-check is inconspicuous or the fact that another person 

other than the candidate produced the texts in the written exam is not to be 

established clearly, the exam is graded and the candidate is admitted to take the oral 

exam. 

4) In the course of the oral exam in the presence of a board of examiners (two 

examiners, one chair), the written exam may be discussed as well. If it then becomes 
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apparent, that the written exam was not produced by the candidate, the written 

exam is voided (the exam counts as an exam attempt). Subsequently, the oral exam 

is terminated and does not count as an exam attempt.  

 

Examination modalities in Mathematics 

In Mathematics, the supplementary exam will continue to be conducted as a classroom 

exam at VWU. Following the example of the Austrian school leaving examination, the oral 

exam does not take place. The grade of the written exam shall serve as the grade of the 

entire supplementary examination.  

 

Changes in the conduct of oral exams in all subjects 

Oral online exams will take place without prior preparation time. This fact will be taken into 

consideration when formulating questions and the examination time will be a bit longer as 

well.  

 

 


